The subject that I desire to bring under your notice to-night,' in a general way, viz.:?On the best mode of educating those children who are deaf but not dumb, or who are deaf and dumb?is one which, at all times, has proved itself to be full of interest for men of wide and generous sympathies. As you may readily suppose, this subject has, ere now, engaged my own attention in a general way, but I desire to tell you, as briefly as I can, how I became myself specially interested in the better education of the deaf and dumb.
Several years ago, a fine healthy-looking boy, of about 9 years of age, was brought to me, having lost his hearingeight months before the date of his visit. Examination showed that he was totally and incurably deaf. In these circumstances it only remained for me to advise the parents of the boy as to the best mode of carrying out his education. As he could speak fairly well even yet, although less perfectly than at the outset of his malady, and withal being very intelligent and well advanced in his education, I
advised the parents to conduct his education at home, and in so doing to spare no pains to retain and to preserve his speech, a result quite attainable under such circumstances as this case presented.
After a lapse of about three years I saw this case again. Instead of the lively and fresh-looking boy, with an in-296 ORIGINAL ARTICLES.
[July, telligent expression on his face, as on the first visit, he now had that careworn and expressionless visage so often seen among those who are deaf and dnmb. In fact, the altered appearance of the boy was so great as to render it difficult for me to identify him with the comparatively cheerful-looking lad whom I now recollected to have seen just three years previously; nor was this difficulty on my part lessened, on discovering that the boy now before me was quite dumb.
On making enquiries into the history of the case during the interval of time that had elapsed between his visits to me, I found that my instructions, in regard to his education, had not been followed by the parents, and that, instead of educating him at home, as they were enjoined to do, they had sent him, for that purpose, to a public institution for the education of the deaf and dumb. 
